


New Hartford Township
MINUTES
for the Monthly Meeting
January 8th, 2026, 7:00pm
New Hartford Town Hall

Attendance 
[bookmark: _Hlk127901295]Supervisors: Doug Stavenau, Richard Johnson, Larry Moldenhauer
Clerk: Kathy Klawiter
Treasurer: Michael Moor    

Meeting called to order by Supervisor Doug Stavenau at 7:00pm, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Clerk Kathy Klawiter, read December’s meeting minutes. Correction to the spent amount listed on the minutes. Doug motioned to approve the minutes from December 11th, 2025. Larry seconded. Approved.

[bookmark: _Hlk108717958]Public Comment: No Action

Fire Department Report: Fire Chief Cody Gehrke 
1. The Fire Department is still waiting to get the maintenance on the EMS and Brush truck done, looking at getting different prices from local area & previously used mechanics.
2. GFI outlet issue is in the fire station is coming from the engine truck. The engine needs to be GFI compliant. Cody is working on getting this resolved. 
3. Radios are still on schedule for 1/13 to be switched over.
4. Joe B. brought up having the fire department vehicles all be DOT certified. If a vehicle is involved in an accident, it needs to be DOT inspected. This would eliminate a lot of liability on the Township. The Fire Department will check around and see who DOT certify vehicles.
5. The Township received an invoice from Smith Schafer made out to Nodine Fire and Rescue Relief Association for the 990N, 7099R, and 1096 paperwork that was filed in 2024. The 7099R & 1096 = $200 for Jerris Heyer retirement and the 990N = $2,050.00 for the yearly paperwork that the Relief Association normally files. There was discussion on who is responsible for paying for the invoice since the Relief Association is dissolved. This is going to be tabled until next month so it can be looked into further. Kathy & Lori will look at the meeting minutes and PERA to make sure the $1,000 that was deposited. PERA started 1/1/26.
· It was noted in the past the Township donated $1,200/year to the Relief Association. With the Relief Association and PERA not finalized, There was no donations made for 2025 or 2026. This will be tabled until the annual meeting. For 2024 and 2025, this will be added to the February agenda.
6. Kathy will contact PERA and see if the Township does donate the $1,200/year if it goes directly to Nodine’s Fire Department. Kathy will check on the $1,000 that was supposed to be deposited and the state aid. There was discussion on who will take care of retirements and new hires. The Fire Chief will need to request the MN State Fire State Aid every year.
7. Kathy will get hours & mileage from Amy for the Fire Department/Emergency Responders for 2025. Amy and Cody both at not turning in for training hours or mileage reimbursement. 
8. Willie Erdmann is retiring from the Fire Department after 32 years. Willie is inquiring about rolling his PERA over to the Township PERA. The forms should be on the PERA website. 



Road Report: 
1. Spies Road: Willie has been sanding and will go back out and plow again. The plow got new hub, rim, and break pads and we got it back on 1/8/26.

Old Business:
1. Doug motioned to pay the approved claims, including the outstanding bills, Xcel, Mi Energy, Kwik Trip, Luke Johnson, and the Volunteer Benefit Association. Rich seconded. Approved. 
2. We are going to continue with what we already have for the authorization to spend process.
3. Budgeting process: We will contact Cody to meet to go other the recommended budget. Kathy explained how the process for this works.

New Business:
1. Election Filing December 30th through January 13th. Just a reminder that we need to have the election filing in by the 13th. If you have any questions, let Kathy know. 

Treasurer’s Report:
· Starting balance tonight: $239,613.07
· Spent tonight: $12,746.30
· Balance tonight: $226,866.71
· [bookmark: _Hlk127880210]This month last year: $246,392.73 (January 9th, 2025)
· Other: We did not pay the Great Plains invoice yet, Amy is still waiting to receive the grant check.

Motion to adjourn at 8:09pm by Doug, seconded by Richard; all approved.

Respectfully submitted,
Deputy Clerk Lori Moor

Approved by:



Chairman Doug Stavenau			Date:
Witnessed:


Clerk Kathy Klawiter				Date:



