


New Hartford Township
MINUTES
for the Monthly Meeting
December 11th, 2025, 7:00pm
New Hartford Town Hall

Attendance 
[bookmark: _Hlk127901295]Supervisors: Doug Stavenau, Richard Johnson, Larry Moldenhauer
Clerk: Kathy Klawiter
Treasurer: Michael Moor    

Meeting called to order by Supervisor Doug Stavenau at 7:00pm, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Clerk Kathy Klawiter, read November’s meeting minutes. Correction to the spent amount listed on the minutes. Doug motioned to approve the minutes from November 13th, 2025. Larry seconded. Approved.

[bookmark: _Hlk108717958]Public Comment: 
1. There was an Acknowledgement form from Gerald and Joan Zenke: On behalf of Gerald and Joan Zenke, Garth read a letter from Gerald and Joan requesting to get a conditional use permit for a daycare that will be located on the former Larry Abnet property that is located next to the property line of St. John’s School. This will be run by Breanna Zenke. After no further discussion, Doug made the motion for the Township to acknowledge and we support the conditional use permit. Larry seconded. Approved.
2. Bob Bruno – Bob likes the sign board outside and was asking if other neighboring townships could utilize it for advertising.
3. Ed Walsh – Ed complimented the township and Willie Erdmann on the mowing and the plowing and the sign board. Ed commented on the monthly meeting minutes and when they are published. 

Fire Department Report: Fire Chief Cody Gehrke 
1. Cody requested the Township to make a motion to purchase the lateral suction machine for $799 that was awarded with the Compeer Grant. Doug motioned to purchase. Rich seconded. Approved.
2. All the radios/portables and base units and will need to be encrypted, reprogrammed by January 13th. This will be our own separate channel. This will now not have the law enforcement information available to the fire department. There will be only 2 encrypted channels to be used only if a mass casualty were to occur. 
3. State Fire school is March 28-29th in Austin, MN. There are 5-7 people attending. This is more detailed training for the attendees. Previous years the Township covered the hotel and 1 meal. This is something that the Township will look at when doing the 2026 budget. Doug made a resolution to approve the attendance of the State Fire School in March 2026, with the Township covering the hotel and 1 meal per day with the Township credit card that Cody has. Larry seconded. Approved.
4. Tanker shed: Stainless steel tank in the tanker shed has lots of rust, leaking, and there is corrosion due to age of equipment. The Fire Department is working on AFG Grant to help get this covered. The estimated time frame on this repair is 2 years. AFG Grant states that we will need to come up with 5% of the amount that we are asking for.
5. The Fire Department is still waiting to get the maintenance on the EMS and Brush truck done.
6. Mathy Grant update: Amy and Kathy are working on getting the new check. This invoice has not been paid yet. 
7. Breaker Box up in the fire station: The GFI is blown out and the breaker does not turn off. P & T Electric will be notified to come out and repair the GFI outlet.
8. The Fire Department received a letter from ATF that Keith Olson has permission and the explosives for blowing rock out. Cody and Bill Schultz are going to meet with Keith and get more information regarding this and Cody will follow up with the Township afterwards. 

Road Report: 
1. The tree service on Dakota Hill was nicely done and looking to do the same on a few other roads in the future. 
2. There was an oil leak on the Plow truck that was called in on 12/11 and fixed on 12/12. 
3. Willie always tries to complete the plowing by noon.

Old Business:
1. There are no outstanding bills. Doug motioned to approve. Rich seconded. Approved.
2. New locks on the building are being tabled for a future meeting. 
3. Authorization to spend process (flow charts) are being finalized.
4. Amazon Account: working on getting this figured out to get the free prime business that is advertised in the Township Insider. We can link the 2 accounts together for ease of getting copies of the invoice.
5. Budgeting process: Recommendations were given to Cody to look over and meet with Kathy around the end of the year/ beginning on new year.

New Business:
1. Election filing is from December 30th through January 13th and will be posted in the Houston County News for the following four Fridays, up at Kwik Trip in Nodine, the electronic sign board. Election judges are also needed and that will be posted on the electronic sign board. 
2. Carolyn van Schaik is currently doing the posting on the sign board.  We want to keep this to Township, Fire Department, and Road department business.

Treasurer’s Report:
· Starting balance tonight: $124,516.38
· Spent tonight: $13,373.06
· Balance tonight: $111,143.32
· [bookmark: _Hlk127880210]This month last year: $146,849.57 (December 12, 2024)
· Other: PERA will be taken out for meeting earnings. MN Unemployment late that was $250 was rescinded. There was 2 checks that were sent to Hokah Co-op that were never received. They both were voided and we are not resending because currently the price is lower than the contract. We did not pay the Great Plains invoice until we get the new check. 

Motion to adjourn at 8:07pm by Doug, seconded by Larry; all approved.

Respectfully submitted,
Deputy Clerk Lori Moor

Approved by:



Chairman Doug Stavenau			Date:
Witnessed:


Clerk Kathy Klawiter				Date:



