


      New Hartford Township
MINUTES
for the Monthly Meeting
September 11th, 2025, 7:00pm
New Hartford Town Hall

Attendance 
[bookmark: _Hlk127901295]Supervisors: Doug Stavenau, Richard Johnson, Larry Moldenhauer
Clerk: Kathy Klawiter
Treasurer: Michael Moor    
Fire Chief: Cody Gerhke

Meeting called to order by Supervisor Doug Stavenau at 7:00pm, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Clerk Kathy Klawiter, read last month’s meeting minutes. With corrections to the guests in attendance, a couple of spelling errors, Hokah Co-op Oil contracted amount from $1500 to $3,000, and updated wording for Bob Heyer from “proposal” to Township Acknowledgement Form, Doug made a motion to approve the minutes with updated corrections. Rich Johnson seconded the motion. Approved.

[bookmark: _Hlk108717958]Public Comment: 
Laura Delaney discussed the bike race that is taking place during La Crescent Apple Festival, September 20th. The cyclists that are participating are utilizing Forster Rd, where Laura lives. Laura wanted to express her opposition regarding the race utilizing Forster Rd. The Board advised that the township was only made aware of the race and not given an option to either allow or deny the race from taking place on New Hartford Township roads. The Board advised that township roads are public roads, and we cannot deny public use. Laura also advised the Board Forster Rd is very washboard right now. The Board advised the grader will be out the following day. Laura also requested the possibility of Hidden Driveway signs. Doug will look at road sign options and it will be discussed at future meeting. 

Ed Walsh on behalf of himself and his neighbors, thanked the Board for their work in helping get their portion of Lost Valley Dr seal coated. The Board thanked Ed and his neighbors for their donation that helped make this happen. The Board advised Ed that once Township gets the invoice for the seal coating, it will be shared with Ed and his neighbors.

Fire Department Report:
1. Chief Cody Gerhke went over the Fire Department Report. There was a purchase for medical supplies from Amazon and the receipt will be turned over to the Southeast Minnesota EMS Subsidiary Grant. The grant reimburses medical equipment up to $500 and medical training up to $750.
2. On 9/3, the Board of Trustees had a meeting to approve a name change and to the Nodine Fire & Rescue Foundation and dissolved the Nodine Relief Association. There are also new bylaws for the fire department and the foundation that will be given to Doug once they are completed. To officially complete the name change, it will cost $55. The FEIN and the checking account numbers will stay the same. Doug made a motion to approve to spend $55 to record with the secretary of the state to record the official name change to Nodine Fire & Rescue Foundation. Rich seconded. Approved.
3. The PARA for the fire department is ready to get finalized. Cody has the form for Kathy that she will need to send off to get the PARA completed. There will be a letter of understanding that will be sent out to all fire department members for accountability. The fire department secretary will have a list of the members in good standing at their monthly meeting.
4. 9/22 there will be a CPR recertification at the fire department. Fire School 1 and 2, the testing is on track. The fire engine 1 and EMS rig will be intact for F1 & F2 weekend. Pickwick is bringing their Engine 2 to supply water for the burn. Assistant Fire Chief Bill Schuldt and one other member will be stationed at County Rd 16 and at North Pine Creek during the bike race hours with Nodine’s Brush truck since it is fully equipped to aid with medical assistance if needed. It was stated this will be good PR for our fire department.
5. Cody requested all mail for the fire department be left in the PO Box for Amy to pick up. With grants and the Southeast EMS subsidiary reimbursements she wants to keep track of what is coming in. Amy has some things to get to Kathy prior to the next meeting. 
6. Went over the flow chart and has some changes/updates to make to the grant flow chart before they are finalized. Cody will email Kathy and Lori with changes, and it will be ready to review at the next meeting.
7. Fire department budget: Cody clarified a few of the items listed are not to be on the fire department budget. This is noted to be changed. The department would like to see a more simplified budget. She will add a line to include receipts for grants. Example – all EMS supplies under one category. Kathy advised we have not received all the levy money as of 9/11/25.
8. Fire department will receive a $2,700 check from Wisconsin Transit Acuity Insurance for the semi fire.
9. $25,000 ALM Charities check will be in the mail for 7 sets of turnout gear.
10.  There wasn’t enough to cover the boots, Cody will check to see if they can utilize the $2,700 from the semi fire to cover the boots if they are not covered by a different grant.
  
Road Report: 
· Seal coating is finished.
· Rose Hill Dr is completed. 
· Klatch was here on 9/10/25 and completed the requested job on Duane Drive.
· Carl will be out to grade (tomorrow) on 9/12/25

Old Business: 
a. Doug motioned to approve the three outstanding bills, Xcel Energy, Tony Oldendorff, and MN Energy. Rich Seconded. Approved.
b. Electronic message board will be in soon.
c. Locks on buildings – tabling for next month.
d. Amazon account – Cody will get invoices to Kathy.
e. Hall Maintenance position – table, LaDawn would be willing to do the cleaning of the hall until we start renting it out again. Rich motioned for LaDawn to sweep, clean toilets, change garbage once a month as a volunteer. Doug seconded. Approved.
f. Road Maintenance Job Progress – 3 resumes received. Willie has been authorized to return to work, operating heavy equipment for 4 hours a day. Kathy will contact Willie regarding what his working abilities will be now. Larry will join Kathy and Lori and possibly Willie to interview the applicants.

New Business:
1. Flow Charts – no action taken tonight. Tabled for a future meeting.
2. Clerk’s Report: 
a. Board members need to approve the levy and sent in. Doug motioned to approve the levy as presented. Rich seconded. Approved.
b. We need to get the deadline for the 2027 budget.
c. Xcel Energy is raising their rates.

Treasurer’s report:
· Starting balance tonight: $252,073.06
· Spent tonight: $14,780.90
· Balance tonight: $237,292.16
· [bookmark: _Hlk127880210]This month last year: $308,786.97 (September 12, 2024)

Doug made a motion to pass a resolution for the donation received on 8/14/25 from Caroline Van Schaik to be designated to cover unfunded expenses that are not covered by fire department or township budgets. Larry seconded. Approved. 



Motion to adjourn at 9:04pm by Larry, seconded by Rich; all approved.

Respectfully submitted,
Deputy Clerk Lori Moor

Approved by:


Chairman Doug Stavenau
Witnessed:


Clerk Kathy Klawiter				Date:





